Here are some ideas for entertaining children during summer break using everyday household items:

1. DIY Water Play:

e Set up a simple water play area in the backyard using buckets, bowls, and cups.
Children can splash, pour, and experiment with water.

e Add food coloring to the water for some colorful fun.

e Use kitchen utensils like spoons, ladles, and sieves for scooping and pouring.

2. Indoor Fort Building:

e Gather blankets, pillows, and cushions to build indoor forts or tents. Children can use
chairs and tables for support.

e Encourage imaginative play by adding flashlights, books, and snacks inside the forts.

e Let them decorate their forts with homemade artwork or paper chains.

3. Obstacle Course:

e Create an indoor or outdoor obstacle course using household items like chairs,
cushions, hula hoops, and jump ropes.

e Include challenges such as crawling under tables, jumping over cushions, and
balancing on a line of tape.

e Time each other to make it competitive and fun.

4. Kitchen Creations:

e Have a baking or cooking session with simple recipes like no-bake cookies, fruit
skewers, or homemade pizzas.

e Let children decorate their creations with colorful toppings and sprinkles.

e Teach them about kitchen safety and basic cooking skills.

5. DIY Crafts:

e Use recycled materials like cardboard boxes, toilet paper rolls, and egg cartons to
create art projects.

e Make paper plate masks, cereal box guitars, or tin can lanterns.

e Set up a crafting station with scissors, glue, markers, and stickers.

6. Garden Exploration:

e Explore the backyard or local park for nature scavenger hunts. Create a list of items
like leaves, flowers, rocks, and insects.

e Plant seeds or seedlings in pots and teach children about gardening.

e Collect items like sticks, pinecones, and flowers to make nature crafts like fairy
houses or leaf rubbings.

7. DIY Science Experiments:

e Conduct simple science experiments using household items like baking soda,
vinegar, and food coloring.

e Make a baking soda and vinegar volcano, homemade slime, or a balloon rocket.
Encourage children to observe and ask questions about the scientific principles at
work.

8. Family Game Day:
e Have a family game day with classic board games like Monopoly, Scrabble, or Uno.



e Create DIY versions of games like indoor bowling using empty water bottles and a
soft ball.
e Play charades, Pictionary, or Simon says for some active fun.

Specific example: Shaving cream

1. Feeling Fun:
a. Letkids play with shaving cream with their hands. They can squeeze and
squish it, and discover toys hidden inside.
2. Colorful Creations:
a. Spread shaving cream on a surface and let kids draw in it with their fingers
or brushes. They can add colors for cool patterns.
3. Soft Playdough:
a. Mix shaving cream and cornstarch to make a soft dough. Kids can shape
it into whatever they like.
4. Squishy Bags:
a. Put shaving cream in a sealed bag with colors. Kids can move the cream
around, mixing colors without the mess.
5. Foam Fun:
a. Cover a play area with shaving cream and let kids slide and play in it,
especially on hot days.
6. Treasure Hunt:
a. Hide toys in shaving cream in a big container. Kids can dig around to find
them.
7. Clean-Up Game:

a. Letkids clean toys with shaving cream, making cleaning fun and sudsy.



1. Shaving Cream Clean-Up Fun:
e Use shaving cream as a fun and sudsy way for children to clean their toys or outdoor
equipment.
e Let them squirt shaving cream onto toys, play equipment, or even outdoor furniture,
and then rinse everything off with water for a sparkling clean finish.
e [t turns cleaning into a playful and engaging activity.



